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undertake the performance of such works or the furnishing of materials, 
China shall then be at liberty to act as she pleases. 

The above agreement shall be ratified by the sovereigns of both the 
contracting states, and the ratifications exchanged in such manner that, 
after the receipt in Berlin of the treaty ratified by China, the copy 
ratified by Germany shall be handed to the Chinese Minister in Berlin. 

The foregoing treaty has been drawn up in four copies, two in Ger- 
man and two in Chinese, and was signed by the representatives of the 
two contracting states on the 6th March, 1898, corresponding to the 14th 
day of the second month in the twenty-fourth year Kuang-hsii. 

(Great Seal of the Tsung-li Yamen.) 
The Imperial German Minister, 

(Signed) Baron von Heyking. 

Li Hung-Chang (in Chinese), 
Imperial Chinese Grand Secretary, Minister of the Tsung-li Yamen, &c, 

Weng Tung-Ho (in Chinese), 
Imperial Chinese Grand Secretary, Member of the Council of State, 
Minister of the Tsung-li, Yamen, &c. 



CONVENTION BETWEEN RUSSIA AND CHINA FOR LEASE TO RUSSIA OF PORT 
ARTHUR, TALIENWAN, AND THE ADJACENT WATERS. 1 

Signed at Peking, March 27, 1898. 
[Translation] 

On the 6th day of the 3rd moon of the 24th year of Kuang Hsu (27th 
March, 1898), His Majesty the Emperor of China especially deputed 
the Grand Secretary Li, and the Vice-President of the Board of Revenue 
Chang, as plenipoteniaries to settle the matters connected with the loan 
of Port Arthur and Talienwan, with the Russian Charge d' Affaires 
Pavloff. 

The convention drawn up is as follows : 

Article I. In order for the protection of the Russian fleet, and (to 
enable it) to have a secure base on the north coast of China, His Majesty 
the Emperor of China agrees to lease to Russia Port Arthur, Talienwan, 
and the adjacent waters. But this lease is to be without prejudice to 
China's authority in that territory. 

iRockhill, p. 50. 
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Art. II. The boundary of the territory leased in pursuance of the fore- 
going extends from Talienwan northward in accordance with the require- 
ments (of the situation) on land, and of the protection of the territory, 
and permission shall be given for its being placed at whatever distance 
may be necessary. 

The exact boundary and the other details of this convention, shall be 
jointly arranged at St. Petersburgh with Hsu Ta-jen, after the signa- 
ture of this convention, with all possible expedition, and a separate 
special article drawn up. After the boundary has been decided, all the 
territory included in it, and the adjacent waters shall be entirely handed 
over to Russia to use under lease. 

Art. III. The term of lease is fixed as twenty-five years from the date 
of signature. On expiration an extension of the term may be arranged 
between the two countries. 

Art. IV. Within the term fixed, in the territory leased to Russia, and 
in the adjacent waters, all movements of forces, whether naval or mili- 
tary, and (the appointment of) high officials to govern the districts, shall 
be entirely left to Russian officers, one man being made responsible, but 
he is not to have the title of governor-general or governor. 

No Chinese troops of any kind whatever are to be allowed to be sta- 
tioned within this boundary. Chinese within the boundary may leave 
or remain at their pleasure, and are not to be driven away. 

Should any criminal cases occur, the criminal is to be handed over 
to the nearest Chinese official to be punished according to law, in accord- 
ance with the arrangement laid down by the Vlllth Article of the Rus- 
sian-Chinese Treaty of the 10th year of Hsien Fgng (1860) . 

Art. V. To the north of the territory leased there shall be left a piece 
of territory, the extent of which is to be arranged by Hsu Ta-jen and the 
Russian Foreign Office. This piece is to be entirely left to Chinese 
officials, but no Chinese troops are to enter it, except after arrangement 
with the Russian officials. 

Art. VI. The governments of the two countries agree that, as Port 
Arthur is solely a naval port, only Russian and Chinese vessels are to be 
allowed to use it, and it is to be considered a closed port as far as the 
war and merchant-vessels of the other powers are concerned. 

As to Talienwan, with the exception of a part within the port which, 
like Port Arthur, is to be reserved for the use of Russian and Chinese 
men-of-war, the remainder is to be a trading port, where the merchant- 
vessels of all countries can freely come and go. 
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Art. VII. Russia definitely recognizes the territory leased, but Port 
Arthur and Talienwan are of special importance. (As to) provision of 
funds, she will herself erect what buildings are required for the naval 
or military forces, for the erection of batteries, or barracks for the garri- 
sons, and generally provide all the funds required. 

Art. VIII. The Chinese Government agree that the principle of the 
permission given in the 22nd year of Kuang Hsu (1896) to the Man- 
churian Eailway Company for the construction of a railway shall now, 
from the date of signature, be extended to the construction of a branch 
line from a certain station on the aforesaid main line to Talienwan, or, 
if necessity requires, the same principle shall be extended to the construc- 
tion of a branch line from the main line to a convenient point on the 
sea-coast in the Liaotung Peninsula, between Ying-tzu (Newchwang) 
and the Yalu River. 

The provisions of the agreement of the 8th September, 1896, between 
the Chinese Government and the Russo-Chinese Bank shall be strictly 
observed with regard to the branch line above mentioned. The direction 
of the line and the places it is to pass shall be arranged by Hsu Ta-jen 
and the Manchurian Railway Company. But this railway concession is 
never to be used as a pretext for encroachment on Chinese territory, nor 
to be allowed to interfere with Chinese authority or interests. 

Art. IX. This convention shall come into force from the date of 
exchange [sic] by the plenipotentiaries of both countries. After Im- 
perial ratification exchange shall take place at St. Petersburgh. 



ADDITIONAL AGREEMENT DEFINING BOUNDARIES OF LEASED AND NEUTRAL- 
IZED TERRITORY IN LIAO-TUNG PENINSULA. 1 

Signed at St. Petersburg, 7th May, 1898. 
[Tbanslation] 

The Governments of Russia and China being desirous of adding some 
stipulations to the treaty concluded at Peking on the 15th March, 1898 
(Russian Calendar) the plenipotentiaries of both governments have 
agreed upon the following : — 

Article I. In accordance with the Ilnd Article of the original treaty 
the northern territory leased and yielded to Russia — Port Arthur, Talien- 

iRockhill, p. 53. 



